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3. Figures of damage and casualties caused by weather phenomena are compiled from press
reports and information provided by other government departments.

4. This publication is prepared and disseminated in the interest of promoting the exchange of
information. The Government of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region (including its
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respect to the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of the information contained herein, and in
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directly or indirectly, from the supply or use of such information.
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1. The Weather of May 2020

May 2020 was characterized by generally fine and hot weather during the first part of the
month and unsettled weather with outbreaks of heavy showers in the latter part. Overall, the
month was much hotter than usual. The monthly mean minimum temperature was 25.9
degrees, 1.8 degrees above the normal figure and one of the second highest on record for May.
The monthly mean temperature of 27.7 degrees and mean maximum temperature of 30.4
degrees were respectively 1.8 degrees and 2.0 degrees above their corresponding normal
figures and both were the fifth highest on record for May. Moreover, the spring of this year
from March to May was exceptionally warm. The mean minimum temperature of 21.9
degrees, mean temperature of 23.7 degrees and mean maximum temperature of 26.4 degrees
were respectively the fourth, fifth and sixth highest on record for the same period. May
2020 was also wetter than usual. The monthly rainfall was 352.5 millimetres, about 16
percent above the normal figure of 304.7 millimetres. The accumulated rainfall recorded in
the first five months of the year was 566.2 millimetres, about 12 percent below the normal
figure of 640.8 millimetres for the same period.

Under the dominance of the anticyclone aloft, apart from some isolated showers on 8-10
May, the weather of Hong Kong was generally fine and hot on the first ten days of the month.
On 11 May, it was fine and very hot during the day with the maximum temperature at the
Observatory soaring to 33.5 degrees, the highest of the month. Thundery rainband
associated with a trough of low pressure moved across the coastal areas of Guangdong at
night and brought heavy showers and severe squally thunderstorms to Hong Kong. More
than 30 millimetres of rainfall were recorded over parts of the New Territories. With the
trough of low pressure departing to the south on 12 May, local weather improved gradually
with sunny intervals in the afternoon.

Under the influence of a fresh to strong easterly airstream, the weather of Hong Kong
was a mixture of sunshine and showers on 13 — 14 May. With the gradual replacement of
easterly airstream by a southerly airstream, the weather of Hong Kong became generally fine
and very hot on 15 — 17 May. Affected by a trough of low pressure lingering over the
coastal areas of Guangdong, local weather became mainly cloudy with occasional heavy
showers and squally thunderstorms on 18 May. About 50 millimetres of rainfall were
recorded over Hong Kong Island and Kowloon. The showery activities receded with sunny
periods during the day the next day when the trough of low pressure moved away from the
south China coast. With the setting in of a strong easterly airstream, the weather turned
mainly cloudy with a few showers and isolated thunderstorms on 20 May.

Under the influence of a trough of low pressure over southern China, local weather was
unsettled with outbreaks of heavy showers and squally thunderstorms on 21 — 22 May.
More than 80 millimetres of rainfall were recorded over most parts of the territory and rainfall
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even exceeded 120 millimetres over parts of Hong Kong Island and Tseung Kwan O during
these two days. As the trough of low pressure moved away from the coastal areas, the
showers over Hong Kong gradually eased off on the next two days with sunny intervals on 24
May.

Heavy showers and squally thunderstorms returned to the territory on 25 — 26 May when
another trough of low pressure moved across the south China coastal areas. More than 40
millimetres of rainfall were recorded over most parts of the territory on these two days. The
showery activities in Hong Kong became less active with sunny intervals on the next three
days. Affected by an active southwest monsoon, local weather deteriorated again with heavy
showers and thunderstorms on May 30. More than 100 millimetres of rainfall were recorded
over most parts of the territory and rainfall even exceeded 150 millimetres over Wong Tai Sin
and Tseung Kwan O on that day. Apart from isolated thunderstorms in the morning, the
shower activities receded with sunny intervals on the last day of the month.

One tropical cyclone occurred over the South China Sea and the western North Pacific in
the month.

During the month, two aircraft were diverted due to adverse weather. Details of the
issuance and cancellation of various warnings/signals in the month are summarized in
Table 1.1.
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Table 1.1 Warnings and Signals issued in May 2020

FREUZR RS 5%
Strong Monsoon Signal
BrIZAHEfE 4R GERF R
Beginning Time Ending Time
HI/A 15 HIH 153
day/month hour day/month hour
20/5 2045 21/5 0030
EIREEETR
Rainstorm Warnings
st B 4aHF R AR GER
&)Iour Beginning Time Ending Time
H/H 153 H/H i
day/month hour day/month hour
= L Amber 11/5 2125 11/5 2310
1 Amber 18/5 1010 18/5 1115
= B Amber 21/5 0110 21/5 0230
41 {2 Red 21/5 0230 21/5 0430
= 1 Amber 21/5 0430 21/5 0515
1 Amber 25/5 1005 25/5 1035
4" Red 25/5 1035 25/5 1140
= B, Amber 25/5 1140 25/5 1240
= Amber 30/5 0430 30/5 0900
47 {4 Red 30/5 0900 30/5 1025
= B Amber 30/5 1025 30/5 1205
MEER RE S
Very Hot Weather Warning
BHARRT AR GERF A
Beginning Time Ending Time
HIH e H/H e
day/month hour day/month hour
10/5 1315 10/5 1700
11/5 1330 11/5 1630
16/5 1300 17/5 1630
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Thunderstorm Warning
B R BRAEHE 4IRS
Beginning Time Ending Time Beginning Time Ending Time
HIH 1ES H/H 1ES H/H 1S HIH 1ES
day/month hour day/month hour day/month hour day/month hour
10/5 1620 10/5 2015 11/5 0958 11/5 1100
11/5 1209 11/5 1315 11/5 2110 12/5 0030
13/5 0535 13/5 0700 18/5 0040 18/5 1830
19/5 0300 19/5 0515 19/5 1530 19/5 1730
20/5 1015 20/5 1130 20/5 2240 21/5 0700
21/5 1005 21/5 1100 21/5 1307 21/5 1815
22/5 0200 22/5 1200 25/5 0940 25/5 1535
26/5 0225 26/5 0350 26/5 1035 26/5 1900
27/5 1105 27/5 1350 27/5 1420 27/5 1730
28/5 1057 28/5 1200 28/5 1335 28/5 1600
29/5 0640 29/5 0740 29/5 1525 29/5 1700
30/5 0120 30/5 1630 30/5 1720 30/5 2325
31/5 0140 31/5 0320 31/5 1025 31/5 1130
K EEhpEss
Fire Danger Warnings
B BrI4AHF ] eSS
(/Zg)lour Beginning Time Ending Time
H/H & H/A e
day/month hour day/month hour
= Yellow 1/5 1000 1/5 1800
= Yellow 3/5 0600 3/5 1845
B KRR s
Special Announcement on Flooding in the northern New Territories
FrIAHRF AR GBS A
Beginning Time Ending Time
HIH 15 H/H i3
day/month hour day/month hour
21/5 0240 21/5 0500
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2.  Overview of Tropical Cyclone in May 2020

One tropical cyclone occurred over the western North Pacific and the South China Sea
in May 2020.

Vongfong formed as a tropical depression over the western North Pacific about 1290 km
east-southeast of Manila on the morning of 11 May. It moved north-northwestwards slowly at
first. Vongfong intensified into a tropical storm on the night of 12 May. It started to
intensify rapidly and turned to move westwards the next day. \ongfong developed into a
severe typhoon on the morning of 14 May and reached its peak intensity with an estimated
sustained wind of 165 km/h near its centre. It moved northwestwards across the Philippines
and weakened gradually in the following two days. Vongfong finally degenerated into an
area of low pressure over the Luzon Strait on the night of 16 May.

According to press reports, Vongfong brought at least one death and 100 injuries and
damaged more than 10000 houses during its passage to the Philippines.
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4.1.1 Extract of Meteorological Observations in Hong Kong (Part 1), May 2020

% & 55 55 g
H 1 SEIRER Air Temperature FECEE THEHRE Me; HERR =
Da,te Mean s i g Mean. Megn Amount T_otal
Pressure X I=] =l K Dew Point Relative Rainfall
Maximum Mean Minimum Temperature Humidity of Cloud
i A ELERS o o o o % % Bk
May hPa mm
1 10125 30.2 25.7 23.6 22.0 81 70 -
2 1010.0 30.0 26.3 23.9 21.9 77 52 -
3 1009.2 313 27.3 24.9 23.1 78 32 -
4 1009.8 315 27.8 25.9 23.9 79 57 -
5 1008.8 29.9 27.9 26.6 24.1 80 75 -
6 1008.6 31.4 28.7 27.2 25.0 81 83 -
7 1008.7 30.8 29.0 27.7 25.4 81 83 -
8 1008.6 32.0 29.3 28.2 25.7 81 86 0.1
9 1009.2 31.7 29.2 27.7 25.2 79 81 0.1
10 1009.8 324 29.0 26.4 24.8 78 60 0.8
11 1010.3 335 28.9 24.2 24.2 76 77 14.8
12 1010.8 30.4 27.0 24.4 23.7 82 78 3.6
13 1012.3 28.0 26.6 25.8 23.6 84 80 0.3
14 1011.2 29.8 27.1 25.1 23.9 83 86 0.1
15 1008.3 317 28.5 26.7 25.0 81 72 -
16 1007.5 32.9 28.9 26.5 25.0 80 57 -
17 1005.3 325 28.9 26.7 24.3 77 58 Tr
18 1004.6 28.6 25.8 24.1 23.7 88 88 46.7
19 1005.1 31.7 28.0 25.6 24.5 82 72 -
20 1006.1 28.5 27.6 26.7 25.2 87 87 4.3
21 1003.8 29.5 27.6 25.5 26.1 92 90 84.6
22 1003.2 29.4 27.9 27.0 25.6 88 89 17.0
23 1006.8 27.0 25.7 24.9 23.6 88 88 15
24 1009.4 29.4 26.7 25.2 23.4 82 80 Tr
25 1009.6 28.1 26.6 24.8 24.9 91 85 324
26 1007.6 31.1 28.3 26.6 25.8 87 86 14.4
27 1008.6 30.5 28.2 26.5 25.1 83 86 0.1
28 1010.1 29.5 27.7 26.7 25.2 86 86 0.2
29 1010.0 30.8 28.2 26.7 25.4 85 85 0.2
30 1010.9 28.5 26.0 24.4 24.9 94 92 131.3
31 1010.5 31.0 29.2 27.1 25.9 83 86 Tr
FHY/EIE 1008.6 30.4 27.7 25.9 24.5 83 77 3525
Mean/Total
IEF™ 1009.3 28.4 25.9 24.1 22.6 83 76 304.7
Normal* ) ) ) ) ) )
B KA
Station Hong Kong Observatory

RXERAAZTZH 11 B 15 DA RERE 1001.5 HiEHF -

The minimum pressure recorded at the Hong Kong Observatory was 1001.5 hectopascals at 1115 HKT on 22 May.

RXERTA+—H 15 BF 45 kS AH R RMmR 33.5°C.

The maximum air temperature recorded at the Hong Kong Observatory was 33.5 ° C at 1545 HKT on 11 May.

RXERTHA—H 6 IF 13 58S AR AR 23.6 ° C-

The minimum air temperature recorded at the Hong Kong Observatory was 23.6 ° C at 0613 HKT on 1 May.

RIXEBRAAZ+—H 0 IF 53 DG AHRE 1 0 #PORERER 141 =K/

The maximum 1-minute mean rainfall rate recorded at the Hong Kong Observatory was 141 millimetres per hour at 0053 HKT on 21 May.

*1981-2010 RfEEHEE (BRIGHIFIBRSN)  (http://www. hko. gov. hk/wxinfo/climat/normal/cnormal05. htm)
* 1981-2010 Climatological normal, unless otherwise specified (http://www.hko.gov.hk/wxinfo/climat/normal/enormal05.htm)

Tr - ikt (PR /DI 0.05 2K )
Tr - Trace of rainfall (amount less than 0.05 mm)
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412 “E-ZZEHET A EERLBENHE®% O
4.1.2 Extract of Meteorological Observations in Hong Kong (Part 2), May 2020

H 1 HIFRERRE R Y E# “EH (SISPNE E ) Hakas g R T [E] S LR
Da,te Number of .thu_r.s of Total Brlght Daily G|f)bz:i| Total. -Preva'lllng' . Mean
Reduced Visibility# Sunshine Solar Radiation Evaporation Wind Direction Wind Speed
i H N /N JREH K 2ok & N BN
May hours hours MJI/m? mm degrees km/h
1 0 7.1 20.74 4.2 150 5.0
2 0 104 24.79 5.6 220 9.0
3 0 11.3 26.56 5.7 230 24.8
4 0 9.8 23.78 5.4 230 258
5 0 8.8 24.17 5.3 230 26.3
6 0 4.8 16.45 4.0 180 17.7
7 0 3.9 12.23 31 160 16.0
8 0 35 15.58 4.0 180 23.2
9 0 35 14.77 3.9 200 20.3
10 0 8.5 22.32 5.3 230 19.2
11 0 6.9 19.87 4.7 120 6.8
12 11 3.1 12.21 24 170 46
13 7 23 7.67 21 080 28.0
14 0 3.8 16.56 3.2 110 285
15 0 74 20.35 4.2 110 16.6
16 0 7.8 19.63 4.0 080 6.8
17 0 9.5 24.62 6.6 230 12.7
18 0 1.4 7.41 1.9 230 19.1
19 0 7.5 19.93 3.6 150 11.9
20 0 1.6 10.47 11 080 27.2
21 0 - 4.27 0.4 190 28.6
22 0 0.1 5.35 1.6 230 28.4
23 0 - 7.09 15 080 26.8
24 0 2.8 15.16 4.3 060 18.1
25 0 1.2 6.68 0.8 080 12.9
26 0 2.0 11.54 3.0 220 20.3
27 0 3.7 14.33 2.7 050 5.7
28 2 24 13.41 2.8 070 21.4
29 0 3.6 15.66 25 080 17.8
30 0 - 2.25 0.2 210 17.0
31 0 1.3 10.01 1.7 210 22.7
SPHIEEE
Mean/Total 20 140.0 15.03 101.8 220 184
IEH* 419 § 140.4 14.19 110.7 080 19.7
Normal*
S [ 1A% FAls 2L
s g oy ot HoWE
Station Interational Airport King's Park Waglan Island

BWENTAH =+ =H 10 B 36 78S AR R 85 AH /NG - EE 260 & -
The maximum gust peak speed recorded at Waglan Island was 85 kilometres per hour from 260 degrees at 1036 HKT on 22 May.

# REE RS R AR 8 AR NEFEHIAE - HHAFEAK -

- TE2004%F K LLAT - EAEBIFEIRISHYEE KRS SR A7 B R BN S 5 NS BB © 72200568 K bA% - SEBUR BRI 145
PR T A AE RS ERAE B/ NI AT L0 SR A E 9 U - 18 (e ) AR es BRSO AE RRE R A Y B E B 2 — 20 -

- TE20074-10 A 10 H AT & H B L 85 9 A S S5 20055 Je AT AR R IR SGET IR 5 BR A SRS SR S BUMI B g NI A T M s -
ARABERIT 20074210 5 10 H SRy AR5 e R 8 b i 2 B8 RS R AT 9/ NIRRT 1070 S Y P9 B T -

# Reduced visibility refers to visibility below 8 kilometres when there is no fog, mist, or precipitation.

- The visibility readings at the Hong Kong International Airport are based on hourly observations by professional meteorological observers in 2004 and
before, and average readings over the 10-minute period before the clock hour of the visibility meter near the middle of the south runway from 2005 onwards.
The change of the data source in 2005 is an improvement of the visibility assessment using instrumented observations following the international trend.

- Before 10 October 2007, the number of hours of reduced visibility at the Hong Kong International Airport in 2005 and thereafter displayed in this
summary was based on hourly visibility observations by professional meteorological observers. Since 10 October 2007, the data have been revised using
the average visibility readings over the 10-minute period before the clock hour, as recorded by the visibility meter near the middle of the south runway.

AR SR REFR B - A DARIN SR RS M E AV BB Rl T DAST R AT U m AP U -

In case the data are not available from Waglan Island, observations of Cheung Chau or other nearby weather stations will be incorporated in computing

the Prevailing Wind Direction and Mean Wind Speed.

1981-2010 SfEEGE (BREFRIBIRESINY  (http://www. hko. gov. hk/wxinfo/climat/normal/cnormal05. htm)

1981-2010 Climatological normal, unless otherwise specified (http://www.hko.gov.hk/wxinfo/climat/normal/enormal05.htm)

1997-2019 FH{E
1997-2019 Mean value
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4.2 Daily Values of Selected Meteorological Elements for Hong Kong, May 2020
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4.3 Daily Mean Temperature recorded at the Hong Kong Observatory for May 2020
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3 Day
___HosH fiudt FISH i SR 42854 FHAFME __ FSHHTNY mge B THRE
95th percentile 75th percentile Running 5-day average 25th percentile 5th percentile Daily mean temperature
# Remarks:

B BWH 05 P A

BWEF: ALHTE A0S 95 FA BT
EF: AR e T A LR
HArE A AT %5 {o¥ 20 FA k2 B
i M E D P A ik

PAEER 5 AR TeE LA 1981 2
2010 & chicdp - & o7 i8

Extremely high: above 95th percentile

Above normal: between 75th and 95th percentile

Normal: between 25th and 75th percentile

Below normal: between 5th and 25th percentile
Extremely low: below 5th percentile

Percentile and 5-day running average values are computed
based on the data from 1981 to 2010
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